BENSENVILLE READS 2017

The Bensenville Library is proud to announce the 12th annual Bensenville
Reads program! Each year, the Library selects a book, author, or theme to
promote reading in the community.
This year we have selected the theme “Dystopian Futures”. The genre goes
back to H.G. Wells’ 1895 classic “The Time Machine” and has recently
swelled in popularity for both Adult and Young Adult audiences, with some
classic novels returning to best sellers lists. The five books we’ve selected
this year are a mix of classics and more contemporary works. Copies of the
books are available at the Library.
You are invited to join us for a series of book groups discussing each selected
title, as well as a special presentation on post-apocalyptic survival training.
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POST-APOCALYPTIC SURVIVAL TRAINING

Saturday, September 30 at 2:00 p.m.
If an apocalypse happened right now would you be
ready? Join the Library as we welcome Nick Conrad
from The Green Suite for a discussion of survival
strategies and urban survival skills such as food and
water preparation, water purification, urban foraging,
gardening, and solar electricity. Bring two uncrushed soda
cans with you and you’ll learn how to make a small alcohol
burning survival stove of your own.

SPECIAL EVENTS
KORTHAUER OPEN HOUSE
Take a trip back in time at our Korthauer Open House! Every second Sunday of
the month the Korthauer Log House is open from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. for exploration.
The Log House is located just behind the Library and is accessed from Wood St.
Join local historian Janis Arquette on the following Sundays:
September 10 | October 8 | November 12

SEPTEMBER 11TH REMEMBRANCE

Monday, September 11 at 3:30 p.m.
Join us at 3:30 p.m. to pay tribute to those who lost their lives in the attacks on the
Pentagon and World Trade Center on September 11th, 2001. Please feel free to bring your
own remembrance to share.

FRIGHT NIGHT DOUBLE FEATURE

Friday, October 13 at the Korthauer Log House
7:00 p.m. | Frankenweenie
9:00 p.m. | The Blair Witch Project
The Korthauer Log House can be a little eerie at night, especially
so close to Halloween! Take advantage of this perfectly spooky
setting and join us for a double feature of scary movies on Friday
the 13th right outside of the log house! Be sure to bring your
blankets and folding chairs! Our 7:00 p.m. showing of
Frankenweenie is rated PG and our 9:00 p.m. showing of The
Blair Witch Project is rated R. NOTE: We will relocate the
program inside the Library in inclement weather.

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

Friday, December 8 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Join Library staff for our annual Holiday Open House. We’ll be joined again by the
caroling quartet The Vagabond Singers, as well as the jazz quintet Zazz, who will play
all of your holiday favorites. While you listen enjoy a wide variety of holiday treats by
our fireplace or make Christmas cards in our meeting room. This is one holiday event
you won’t want to miss!

HOLIDAY FILM CLASSIC: IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE

Saturday, December 16 at 1:00 p.m. at the Bensenville Theatre
Join us at the Bensenville Theater to watch the classic
Christmas film, It’s A Wonderful Life. Enjoy one
of the most beloved of all Christmas movies on
the big screen during this special event.
After George Bailey (James Stewart) wishes he had never been born, an angel (Henry Travers)
is sent to earth to make George's wish come true. George starts to realize how many lives he
has changed and impacted, and how they would be different if he was never there.
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Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to
October 15 by celebrating the histories, cultures and contributions of Americans whose
ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South America. During
National Hispanic Heritage Month, we celebrate the generations of Hispanic and Latino
Americans who have positively influenced and enriched our nation and society.
The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under President Lyndon Johnson
and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on
September 15 and ending on October 15. It was enacted into law on August 17, 1988, on the
approval of Public Law 100-402.
Join us all month as we recognize the contributions made and the important presence of
Hispanic and Latino Americans to the United States and celebrate their heritage and culture.

SONES DE MÉXICO:
A Musical Geography of Mexico

Sunday, September 17 at 2:00 p.m.
Take a guided musical tour around Mexico with Sones
de México, a Grammy-nominated folk music ensemble
specializing in Mexican ‘son’ including the regional styles
of huapango, gustos, chilenas, son jarocho, and more.
The group was formed in Chicago’s historic Pilsen neighborhood in 1994 to keep the tradition
of Mexican ‘son’ alive in its many regional forms. Join us as we welcome this internationallyrenowned musical group to our Library and celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month!

ALL THINGS FLAGS:
Papel Picado Pennants and the National Flags of Latin America

Tuesday, September 26 at 7:00 p.m.
We’re celebrating Hispanic Heritage month by taking a look at the various flags in Latin
culture. Come out to the Library and learn about the different decorative symbols used in
Latin countries when creating papel picado – the Mexican art of making flags out of colorful
paper. We’ll also have some different national flags from Latin countries that you can color
and cut out. Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation
is on a first-come, first-served basis.
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LATIN KITCHEN

Tuesday, October 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Latin Cuisine contains a diverse mixture of ingredients, seasoning, and
techniques that have been drawn from many different cultures; from people
native to the Americas and Europe as well as even more distant places like
Asia and Africa. Come to the Library and taste some of these different Latin
foods! Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation
is on a first-come, first-served basis.

TRADITIONAL MARIACHI MUSIC

Saturday, October 7 at 2:00 p.m.
Did you know that the tradition of Mariachi music dates back as far back as
the 18th century in parts of western Mexico? Mariachi (also called son style
music) was recognized in 2011 by UNESCO as an aspect of Mexico’s intangible
cultural heritage because of its connection to Mexico’s identity. In celebrating
Hispanic Heritage Month, the Library honors this tradition by presenting live
mariachi music by local musician Sam Guerrero.

A NIGHT OF DOMINOES

Tuesday, October 10 at 7:00 p.m.
Though the game of dominoes originated as far back the Yuan Dynasty in the
1300s, the game is enormously popular in the Latin world, especially Cuba.
There are many different ways to play the game, but we’ll be focusing on the
rules traditionally used in Cuba.

MEXICAN CUISINE: BREADS AND DESSERTS

Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00 p.m.
When the Spanish came to the Americas they brought with them a variety of
staples of European culture that were previously unknown to the Native
American people. One of these things was wheat. In the centuries that
followed, baking bread and pastries from wheat became part of the Latin
American tradition. Join us as we honor this tradition with a sampling of
traditional Mexican baked goods!

DAY OF THE DEAD: DIY CALAVERAS

Tuesday, October 24 at 7:00 p.m.
The Day of the Dead (or Día de los Muertos) is an important holiday in
Mexican culture. During its observance on November 1, family and friends
gather to pray for their dead loved ones’ journey in the afterlife. There are
parades, food, and ceremonial alters created to honor dead relatives. One
traditional offering left on alters are intricately decorated Calaveras, or skulls.
In this activity we will be painting small ceramic Calaveras in the traditional
Mexican style. Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited.
Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

Hispanic Heritage Month Film Festival
see page 11
Bilingual Storyteller/Author Visit: R.C. Ontiveros
see page 17
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ADULT PROGRAMS
THE TWO SIDES OF ROBERT BURNS

Saturday, September 2 at 2:00 p.m.
Scotland’s national poet, Robert Burns, comes to life in singer-songwriter and
author Andrew Calhoun’s powerful and joyous presentation of Burns’ life,
works, and influence via poetry and song. This special program will take place in
the Library’s Garden of Knowledge, where a statue of Burns resides year round.
NOTE: We will relocate the program inside the Library in inclement weather.

THE PLIGHT OF THE HONEY BEE

Thursday, September 7 at 7:00 p.m.
Learn what challenges honey bees face and some of the things that we can do to
help them. Discover how honey bees work as a colony and what it takes to be a
present day beekeeper. Naturalist and Beekeeper Marge Trocki will bring us up
to date regarding the status of the endangered honey bee. She will also bring a
demonstration hive, beekeeping equipment, and many hive-related products.

AUTHOR BRETT WEISS:
Making the World a Better Place, One Child at a Time

Saturday, September 23 at 2:00 p.m.
Join us in welcoming author Brett Weiss, a former high school teacher turned
philanthropist whose journey volunteering in Dago, Kenya inspired him to
make a difference in the lives of children. Brett’s book “Just Give Them A Hug…
and the Rest Will Be Easy” recounts the evolution of a scholarship fund which
assists underprivileged children – all inspired by his time volunteering. Q & A
and book signing will take place after the talk.

TURNING THE TIDE: THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN

Sunday, September 24 at 2:00 p.m.
Coming in the third summer of the Civil War, the Battle of Gettysburg proved to be a
pivotal point in the war. Join historian and Fischer Farm Curator Jonathan Sebastian for
a special look at The Gettysburg Campaign, the events leading up to it, and its place in
the larger context of the war.

POST-APOCALYPTIC SURVIVAL TRAINING

Saturday, September 30 at 2:00 p.m.
If an apocalypse happened right now would you be ready? Join the Library as
we welcome Nick Conrad from The Green Suite for a discussion of survival
strategies and urban survival skills such as food and water preparation, water
purification, urban foraging, gardening, and solar electricity. Bring two
uncrushed soda cans with you and you’ll learn how to make a small alcohol
burning survival stove of your own.
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This program is presented in conjunction with Bensenville Reads
2017: Dystopian Futures. For more information, see page 1.

ADULT PROGRAMS
HOW TO PAY FOR COLLEGE WITHOUT GOING BROKE

Thursday, October 5 at 7:00 p.m.
Experienced professionals share their knowledge and expertise to guide you
through the steps you can take to reduce college costs and still attend the college
of your choice. Discover creative, little-known financial and academic strategies to
reduce college costs while finding the best-fit college for your child. Parents are
encouraged to attend this free, 90-minute seminar presented by My College
Planning Team. Registration through the mycollegeplanningteam.com website is
required.

MEDITATION: FINDING YOUR INNER PEACE AND CALMNESS

Saturday, October 28 at 2:00 p.m.
Join Renate Lanotte, MS LCSW and long-time meditator for this deep and
engaging meditation workshop. During this workshop Renate will talk about
the journey of finding lasting peace, happiness, and a greater sense of well-being.
Learn a simple technique for meditation that can help you achieve a lasting state
of peace and happiness found through no other experience.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SGT. PEPPER’S LONELY
HEARTS CLUB BAND
Sunday, October 15 at 2:00 p.m.
Did you know June 1, 2017 marked
the 50th Anniversary of the release
of The Beatles most well-known
album, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts
Club Band? Join Gary Wenstrup,
Adjunct Professor at the College of
DuPage, for an overview of the
album's initial concept, the creation
of the music, the landmark album
cover and packaging, and the
overwhelming worldwide reaction
to its release.

POCKET CIRCUS PRESENTS: ABRA-KA-DABRA

Saturday, November 4 at 2:00 p.m.
The Library is excited to welcome Mr. Firu for an afternoon of magic! During
Abra-Ka-Dabra you will learn that fantasy and reality are both possible –
incredible things will happen right in front of your eyes. You've got to see it to
believe it! Join us for this magical bilingual show.

BROWNIE WISE: THE ORIGINAL TUPPERWARE PARTY LADY

Sunday, November 12 at 2:00 p.m.
Brownie Wise propelled Tupperware to skyrocketing success in the 1950s. In this
living history presentation, Wise, portrayed by Leslie Goddard, tells the story of
her rise from a divorced mother selling cleaning supplies to vice president of
Tupperware Home Parties in 1951. Today, the Tupperware parties Wise pioneered
remain the gold standard for home party selling.

MEDICAL CANNABIS AND YOU

Saturday, November 18 at 2:00 p.m.
Are you curious about medical cannabis? Medical cannabis, aka medical marijuana, is now
available in Illinois. What does it mean for you? Is it safe? How does a patient get it? Kirsten
Velasco, Patient Advocate for Illinois Women in Cannabis (NFP), will answer all of your questions
with a presentation covering the science, biology, laws, application process, and patient
experience, followed by an open Q & A. All are welcome.

IN YOUR HANDS: HOW TO BE YOUR OWN HEALTH ADVOCATE

Sunday, November 26 at 2:00 p.m.
Teri Dreher, RN and founder of North Shore Patient Advocates, will explain
how to navigate the healthcare system. You will learn how to find the best doctor
or hospital and what to look for, request, and avoid when you or a loved one are
hospitalized.
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ADULT PROGRAMS
MAGIC THE GATHERING DRAFT

Sunday, December 3 at 2:00 p.m.
The Library is pleased to welcome back Elmhurst’s The
Gaming Goat for an afternoon of Magic the Gathering. Don’t
have your own cards or tired of playing people with expensive
decks? No problem! This is a Magic Draft – meaning that
everyone will be drawing cards out of freshly opened packs.
Play with old pros and newbies alike in this fun, laid-back
environment.

MEDITATION AND FORGIVENESS

Saturday, January 20 at 2:00 p.m.
Forgiveness is one of the most difficult issues we can face in
our lives. In this presentation you will learn how meditation
can help you along this difficult journey and help your
relationship with others and also with yourself.

PARENT UNIVERSITY – NEW!
Join Miss Kyrie and Miss
Penny once a month from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for a
monthly program that will
focus on all things parenting
– from early literacy
activities to negative
behaviors. Local experts will
guide you through some of
the fun and sometimes challenging aspects of
raising children in today’s world. Childcare
will be provided by library staff during our
Play to Learn program for children 1-5 years,
children 6 years and older will enjoy activities
in the main YS area.

SEPTEMBER 20
BOARD GAME NIGHT

Monday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m.
Join us at the Library for an evening of board games, provided
by the Gaming Goat in Elmhurst! There will be serious games
and silly games, long games, and quick ones. There will be
something for everybody!

HISTORY OF CHOCOLATE

OCTOBER 18

Not Feeling Good:
When Should My Child Stay Home?

NOVEMBER 15

Challenging Behaviors &
When You Need an Expert

Sunday, February 11 at 2:00 p.m.
David Letterman once referred to chocolate as one of the
4 major food groups, probably because almost everybody
loves it! Join the Library as we welcome Sara Drower for an
evening exploring the history of chocolate. She’ll trace the
path of chocolate from the bud to the bar, discuss chocolate’s
Mayan and Aztec origins and cultural use, and follow
chocolate’s path to Europe and the rest of the World.

GET THE JOB

Early Literacy at Home:
Parents as First Teachers

JANUARY 17

First Aide at Home

FEBRUARY 21
How to Balance Electronics
and Media Time

RESUME WORKSHOP

Sunday, January 27 at 1:00 p.m.
New to the job market or re-entering the work force?
Get the job you want! Join a veteran HR professional for a
two-part seminar that will help you get the job you’re aiming for.

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP

Sunday, February 3 at 1:00 p.m.
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You've submitted your application, but are you ready for the interview?
Learn what to do before, during, and after an interview. Join a veteran
HR professional for a two-part seminar that will help you get the job
you’re aiming for.

ADULT PROGRAMS | d.i.y. & crafts
PAPEL PICADO

Tuesday, September 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Learn how to make your own papel
picado! Papel picado is the Mexican art
of making flags out of colorful paper that
are sometimes turned into banners to
celebrate holidays such as Day of the
Dead. Registration is not required to attend, but space is
limited. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

APPLE STAMP TOTE BAGS

Wednesday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m.
AGE: Adults Only
Nothing says autumn like a trip to an
apple orchard. But what will you use to
bring your apples home? Don’t worry,
we’ve got you covered with this fall
craft. Create your own beautiful
autumnal apple print totes that you can bring with you
everywhere this season. Registration is not required to
attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a firstcome, first-served basis.

MINI CHRISTMAS TREES

Tuesday, December 19 at 7:00 pm
AGE: Adults Only
Looking for a quick, last-minute holiday
gift or decoration? Join Chris for an
evening turning pinecones into
miniature Christmas trees. Registration
is not required to attend, but space is
limited. Participation is on a first-come,
first-served basis.

HEART STRING ART

Tuesday, January 30 at 7:00 pm
AGE: Adults Only
Make Valentine’s Day more special with
a one of a kind creation! Learn how to
create a heart shaped piece of string art
that will be a unique gift for that special
someone in your life or will had a
perfect touch of the holiday to your home. Registration is
not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

DIY PHOTO TILE COASTERS

CUPCAKE DECORATING
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Thursday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m.
AGE: Adults Only
Patrice Aguirre returns to share her
cupcake decorating tricks, tips, and
techniques and to spark your own
creativity for the approaching holiday
parties! Bring your apron and ideas! Registration is not
required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

FALL LEAF LANTERNS
Wednesday, November 15 at 7:00 pm
AGE: Adults Only
Don’t have enough fall décor in and
around your home? Learn how to make
a beautiful fall lantern out of leaves and
a mason jar. These cozy-looking lanterns
will warm any room in your house. Registration is not
required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Tuesday, February 27 at 7:00 pm
AGE: Adults Only
Back by popular demand! Bring a couple
of your favorite images and turn them
into a personalized coaster. Registration is not required
to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a firstcome, first-served basis.

ART & RELAXATION
AGE: Adults Only

Join Mary for an evening of
Art & Relaxation. Find time
for yourself to rejuvenate!
Choose from a selection of
calming coloring projects to
complete while you listen to peaceful music. Art &
Relaxation will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on
the following Wednesday evenings:
September 13
October 11
November 8
December 13
January 10
February 14
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COMPUTER CLASSES
The Library is proud to offer a variety of technology classes for FREE. A reservation is required to
attend these classes. To register, please call the Library or sign up at the Adult Services Desk.
USING THE INTERNET

INTRO TO MICROSOFT EXCEL

Do you know what Google is? Learn how to use the
Internet, including opening web pages, browsing the
Internet, learning about browsers, and more.

Learn the basics of Microsoft Excel, a spreadsheet program
designed for everyday tasks such as setting up a budget,
maintaining an address list, creating and managing business
transactions, and more!

Monday, September 25 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, October 26 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 2 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 7 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, January 29 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, February 26 at 6:00 p.m.

COMPUTER BASICS
Learn the fundamentals of using a computer and gain a
greater understanding of how it works. This is the perfect
class for an absolute beginner with little to no experience.
Thursday, September 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, October 5 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 16 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, January 15 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 1 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 8 at 2:00 p.m.

Monday, September 18 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, November 6 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 28 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 15 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 22 at 2:00 p.m.

INTRO TO MICROSOFT PUBLISHER
Learn how to use Microsoft Office’s popular desktop
publishing software with this introductory class,
highlighting the basic features. Publisher is Word’s more
image-centric cousin. You can design cards, flyers,
pamphlets, and more!
Monday, October 2 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, October 23 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, December 4 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, February 19 at 6:00 p.m.

INTRO TO PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS: PART 1
Learn the basics of Adobe Photoshop Elements. Photoshop is
the industry standard tool for digital imaging, which makes
Photoshop expertise a valuable commodity in the workplace.
Thursday, September 28 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, October 16 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 30 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 11 at 2:00 p.m.

INTRO TO PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS: PART 2
Already familiar with Photoshop Elements? Ready to move
on to the next level? This class is meant for those who have
already taken our introductory Photoshop class and want to
further their skills.
Thursday, September 14 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, October 19 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, December 18 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 25 at 2:00 p.m.

INTRO TO MICROSOFT WORD
In this introductory level class, learn the basics of Microsoft
Word: a word processing program that allows you to create
various types of documents, letters, papers, flyers, resumes,
and more.
Monday, October 30 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 9 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, November 27 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 14 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 4 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, January 22 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, February 05 at 6:00 p.m.

INTRO TO MICROSOFT POWERPOINT
Learn how to use Microsoft’s presentation program,
PowerPoint 2010, that lets you create amazing slide
presentations that can integrate images, video, narration,
charts, and more.
Thursday, September 7 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, November 20 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 18 at 2:00 p.m.
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FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
Join the Library the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Bensenville Theatre
for a showing of our favorite family films. Admission to the show is free! Film titles for
this program are announced one month prior to the event. Visit the Library’s website
for more information.
September 5 | October 3 | November 7 | December 5 | January 2 | February 6

FILM FANATICS
Join Bill on the third Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Bensenville Theatre for
a showing of cinematic gems you may have missed. Admission to the show is free! Film
titles for this program are announced one month prior to the event. Visit the Library’s
website for more information.
September 21 | October 19 | November 16 | December 21 | January 18 | February 15

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM SERIES
Join Chris on the second Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Bensenville Theatre
for a showing of foreign films in a variety of languages. All films will be presented in their
native languages with English subtitles. Admission is free!
SEPTEMBER 11 – Elle
OCTOBER 9 – Mondays in the Sun
NOVEMBER 13 – Ju-on: The Grudge
DECEMBER 11 – The Way Home
JANUARY 8 – What to Do in Case of Fire
FEBRUARY 12 – Zokkomon

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
FILM FESTIVAL
In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month the Library, in
collaboration with the Village of Bensenville and the
Bensenville Theatre, will present the following
films in Spanish (with English subtitles) on
Mondays at 7:00 pm at the Bensenville Theatre:

SEPTEMBER 18 – Hecho en México
SEPTEMBER 25 – Libertador
OCTOBER 2 – Calle 54
OCTOBER 9 – Los lunes al sol
The Bensenville Theatre is located at
9 S. Center Street in Bensenville.
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS | adult
THURSDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB
Our longest-running book discussion meets the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. Copies of the books are
available at the Library’s Circulation Desk one month prior to the discussion.
September 7 — Underground Airlines by Ben Winters
October 5 — The Swans of Fifth Avenue by Melanie Benjamin
November 2 — A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman
December 7 — The Professor and the Madam by Simon Winchester
February 1 — American Gods by Neil Gaiman

COOKING THE BOOKS
Do you love browsing through cookbooks and trying new recipes?
Do you enjoy sampling and sharing new dishes? Grab your apron and
join Cooking the Books! For each discussion we pick a selection of
cookbooks around one theme. You borrow one of the books, peruse it,
select and make a recipe from it, and join us as we all get together to
share the finished products, our opinions, and experiences. Copies of
the books to be discussed and cooked from are available at the Library’s
Circulation Desk one month prior to the discussion. Cooking the Books
meets at 7:00 p.m. on the following evenings:

Tuesday, October 3 — Harvest Time
Friday, December 15 — Cookie Exchange
Tuesday, February 6 — Soups & Stews

LIT CHICKS
Do you like to read young adult fiction? Join our all ages YA book discussion group, Lit Chicks! Lit Chicks meets the third
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. Copies of the book to be discussed are available at the Library’s Circulation Desk one
month prior to the discussion.
September 18 — To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han
October 16 — When We Collided by Emery Lord
November 20 — Love and Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch
December 18 — Tell Me Three Things by Julie Buxbaum
February 20 — Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell

BOOK BRUNCH
Can’t make it to one of our evening book discussion groups? Book Brunch meets the fourth Thursday of the month
at 10:00 a.m. Copies of the book are available at the Library’s Circulation Desk one month prior to the discussion.
September 28 — A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman
October 26 — Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
November 30 — Jane Steele by Lindsay Faye
January 25 — One Summer: America, 1927 by Bill Bryson
February 22 — The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead

HARD-BOILED BOOK DISCUSSION
Noir, murder, true-crime, and horror! Explore the dark and macabre side of this mortal coil. Killing, carnage, and the
creeps—guaranteed! Hard-Boiled meets the last Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. Copies of the book to be
discussed are available at the Library’s Circulation Desk one month prior to the discussion.
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September 27 — The Thin Man by Dashiell Hammett
October 25 — Dodgers by Bill Beverly
November 29 — The Pale Criminal by Philip Kerr
January 31 — Six Four by Hideo Yokoyama
February 28 — A Rage in Harlem by Chester Himes

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS | youth
PRE-K BOOK CLUB – NEW!
AGES: 3 to 5 years old

Join Miss Kyrie’s monthly book club just for pre-readers that will focus on early literacy skills
and fostering a love of reading. Already read the book? Repetition strengthens connections in
the brain and builds confidence in your little one. Copies of the book to be discussed are available
at the Youth Services Desk one month prior to the discussion. Pre-K Book Club meets at 4:00 p.m.
on the following dates:
October 2 – Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes by Eric Litwin & James Dean
November 6 – We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen
December 4 – Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
February 5 – Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin, Jr.

BUDDING BOOKWORMS BOOK CLUB – NEW!
AGES: Kindergarten through 2nd Grade
Calling all you curious kids for some fun reading and learning! We will explore some books
from our non-fiction collection and see how fun true stories can be too! Copies of the book
to be discussed are available at the Youth Services Desk one month prior to the discussion.
Budding Bookworms Book Club meets at 4:00 p.m. on the following dates:
September 11 – The Hole Story of the Doughnut by Pat Miller
October 9 – Finding Winnie by Lindsey Mattick
November 13 – Balloons over Broadway by Melissa Sweet
December 11 – Gingerbread for Liberty! by Mara Rockliff
February 12 – Looking at Lincoln by Maira Kalman

CHAPTERS BOOK CLUB – NEW!
AGES: 3rd through 5th Grade

Join Miss Penny and discuss some of her favorite chapter books! Copies of the book to be
discussed are available at the Youth Services Desk one month prior to the discussion.
Chapters Book Club meets at 4:00 p.m. on the following dates:
September 18 – Nuts to You by Lynne Rae Perkins
October 16 – The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
November 13 – Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
December 18 – Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
January 22 – Wonder by R.J. Palacio
February 26 – Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate

MANGA BOOK CLUB – NEW!
AGES: 6th through 8th Grade

Are you a fan of manga and graphic novels? Join Parish for the Library’s new Manga Book
Club. Unlike other afterschool programs, the Manga Book Club meets at Blackhawk Middle
School. Copies of the book to be discussed are available at the Youth Services Desk one month
prior to the discussion. Manga Book Club meets at 3:00 p.m. at Blackhawk Middle School on
the following dates:
September 25 – Legend of Zelda: Twilight Princess by Akira Himekawa
October 23 – Seraph of the End by Yamato Yamomoto
November 27 – Dragon Ball Super by Akira Toriyama
January 22 – Barrage by Kouhei Horikoshi
February 26 – My Hero Academia by Kohei Horikoshi

13

YOUTH SPECIAL EVENTS
STUFFED ANIMAL SLEEPOVER

Friday, September 29, at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 30, at 10:00 a.m.
AGES: 3 to 7 years old
Children 3 to 7 years old are invited to bring their stuffed animal to the Library for our
Stuffed Animal Sleepover. Drop them off on Friday at 6:30 p.m. and we'll share our
favorite bedtime stories before you say goodbye. We'll keep your stuffed friend overnight
at the Library where they will have lots of fun. Your buddy will be ready for you to pick
up at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, and we'll show you then how your friend spent the night.

DRIVE-IN THEATRE

Friday, October 6 at 12:00 p.m.
AGES: 3 to 10 years old
Make a cardboard car, bring a sack lunch, and take in a show! To start off our special
program, every child will decorate a box car, supplied by the Library, and enjoy watching
one of our favorite short films while parked. Stop by the Youth Desk the day of the
program to reserve your spot. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.
NOTE: No other food or drink will be provided by the Library.

DIWALI CELEBRATION

Friday, October 20 at 6:30 p.m.
ALL AGES
Join us for our first ever celebration of the ancient festival of lights!
The Youth Services department will put their own spin on the
celebration of Diwali with colorful crafts, activities, and more. This
program is a drop-in event and registration is not required to attend.

SECOND ANNUAL VAMPIRE BALL

Wednesday, October 25 at 10:30 a.m.
AGES: 1 to 5 years old
Join Miss Kyrie for a special Halloween themed music and movement program!
Wear your costumes and spend the morning singing, laughing, and (most importantly)
dancing! Registration is not required to attend this program.

HALLOWEEN BOO-TACULAR

Friday, October 27 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
AGES: 10 years old and under
Families with children 10 years old and younger are invited to celebrate Halloween with
the Library! Join us for an evening of stories, crafts, and games. Wear your Halloween
costume so that you can take part in the Library’s indoor trick or treating! Registration
is not required to attend this event, and this event will take place rain or shine!
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The Bensenville Community Public Library staff may take photographs of participants attending
or taking part in Library programs and activities. These photographs may appear in future Library
publications or other Library publicity. Attendees and/or participants consent to having their
photograph taken and used for such purposes. If a library patron does not wish himself/herself or
his/her child to be photographed, please notify a Library staff member.

YOUTH SPECIAL EVENTS
VISIT WITH SANTA

Friday, December 1 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 10 years old and under
Bring your little ones for our annual visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus. While
waiting for their turn on Santa’s lap, kids will be able to make an ornament for
their tree at home as well as other crafts. After your visit with Santa, you will be
able to decorate one of Mrs. Claus’ homemade cookies. Remember to bring your
camera as this is sure to be a memory you won't want to forget! Registration is not
required to attend, but space is limited. Tickets to attend will be available
beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the day of the program at the Youth Services Desk.

COOKIES FOR SANTA

Friday, December 22 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 4 to 10 years old
Are you behind on your holiday baking? No problem! Join Miss Kelly for an evening of cookie decorating. You’ll leave
with a dozen decorated cookies that you can put out for Santa (or enjoy yourself). Registration is not required to
attend but space is limited. Attendees will be admitted in pairs (1 child to 1 adult) on a first come, first served basis.
All children must be accompanied by an adult decorating partner. Questions? Contact the Youth Services Dept.

LIGHTS OUT FAMILY NIGHT

Friday, November 17 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 10 years old and under
Families are invited to join us for the Library’s first ever Lights Out Family Night. Create
black light art, go on a flashlight scavenger hunt, have fun in our movement room and more!

NOON YEAR’S EVE

Friday, December 29 at 11:00 a.m.
AGES: 8 years old and under
Join us for a family friendly celebration counting down to the New Year without staying
up late! Enjoy crafts, play, music and dancing, concluding with a balloon drop at 12:00 p.m.
Registration is not required to attend.

MARDI GRAS AT THE LIBRARY
Friday, February 9 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 10 years old and under

Celebrate Mardi Gras with your friends at the Library!
Learn about the history of Mardi Gras while we enjoy
activities like crafting, mini float building, games, and more.

15

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS

MORNING
ARTSY SMARTSY

Mondays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
September 11 – February 26
AGES: 2 to 5 years old

TODDLER TALES

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
September 5 – February 27
AGES: 1 and 2 years old

STAY & PLAY

Tuesdays AND Thursdays at 11:00 a.m.
September 5 – February 27
AGES: 1 to 5 years old

LITTLE BUILDERS – NEW!

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
September 6 – February 28
AGES: 1 to 7 years old

GROWING READERS

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
September 7 – February 22
AGES: 3 to 5 years old

EVENING

Our Early Childhood programs will be on break and not meet
November 20-24 and December 26-January 19.
Join Miss Kelly every week for an hour of painting, drawing, and creating! We will
focus on the joyful process of creating art and experimenting with different materials.
Participants are encouraged to wear clothing they won’t mind getting messy.
Registration is not required to attend this class, but space is limited. Spots are available
on a rotating basis. Stop by the Youth Desk the day of the class for more information.

Toddler Tales is our introduction to early learning! Join Miss Kyrie as she shares her
favorite books, rhymes, and movement activities. Registration is not required to attend,
but space is limited. Stop by the Youth Desk the day of the class to reserve your spot.
Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

Children are invited to join us after storytime on Tuesdays and Thursdays for Stay & Play.
Enjoy an hour of play during which you and your child may socialize with other parents
and caregivers. Registration is NOT required to attend.

Join us for a morning of creative building and play. Explore the Library’s collection of
building sets and see what you make with them! Our unique building sets include: Giant
LEGOs, Feltro, Tegu, Magz Bricks, Magz Clix, Snapo, Brackitz, Magformers, and more!
A special Baby Builders area allows the youngest budding architects to create in a safe
and “big kid” free environment. Registration is not required to attend this program.

Join Miss Diane to share fun stories, songs, and learning activities geared for children
on the verge of or entering their first school experience. We also love homeschoolers!
Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a firstcome, first-served basis.

Our Early Childhood programs will be on break and not meet
November 20-24 and December 26-January 19.

Children can join us for an hour of painting, drawing, and creating! We provide
the supplies and you bring the imagination. Participants are encouraged
to wear clothing they won’t mind getting messy. Registration is not required
to attend this class, but space is limited. Spots are available on a rotating basis.
Stop by the Youth Desk the day of the class for more information.

Children can join us from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for Play to Learn.
Every week we will highlight a different play theme and will focus on
a different area of play while improving your child’s physical, language,
and social development. After all, play is the work of childhood!
Registration is NOT required to attend this class.
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Join Miss Allison every week from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
for a musical playground. Your child will interact
with different musical instruments and even learn a
new song or rhyme during this drop-in program.
Registration is NOT required to attend this class.

DROP-IN ART

Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
September 11 – February 26
AGES: 2 to 10 years old

PLAY TO LEARN

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
September 6 – February 28
AGES: 1 to 5 years old

THE MUSIC FACTORY

Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
September 7 – February 22
AGES: 1 to 5 years old

YOUTH PROGRAMS
BCPL READ-ALOUD CHALLENGE
AGES: 3 to 12 years old

Looking for a way to incorporate more
reading into your child’s day? Sign-up for
the BCPL Read-Aloud Challenge! Inspired
by the Read-Aloud Revival blog, the BCPL
Read-Aloud Challenge encourages children
to read aloud every day (or as often as
possible) for at least 15 minutes. They
can read aloud to anyone they want to, even their stuffed animals!
The BCPL Read-Aloud Challenge begins the first day of each month
and runs all the way until the last day of the month. The goal of the
Challenge is to read aloud for at least 25 days, for a total of 375
minutes. When readers complete one Challenge they are entered
into that month’s prize drawing!
To sign-up for the BCPL Read-Aloud Challenge, visit Reader Zone
online (https://readerzone.com/) or download the Reader Zone app
on your mobile device. Once you have signed up for a Reader
account you can join a reading group. Enter bcpl-ya as the reading
program code you are looking for. From there you can select which
month’s Challenge you wish to start:
September Challenge

September 1-30 | Prize drawn October 2

October Challenge

LOCAL CHILDREN’S
AUTHOR AND STORYTELLER:
R.C. ONTIVEROS

Wednesday, October 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Join the Bensenville Public Library and
Bensenville School District 2 for a very
special event celebrating Hispanic
Heritage Month and the Halloween
season as we welcome local children’s
author and storyteller R.C. Ontiveros.
Ontiveros’ recent book La Bruja Que No
Fue A La Escuela (The Witch Who Never
Went to School) has received rave
reviews and follows a young witch as she
explores her local public library and
discovers a love of learning and reading
through old potions and spells. The
program will be hosted at the
Bensenville Public Library and District 2
will be distributing 100 free copies of
Ontiveros’ book to those attending the
program. This will be a bilingual
presentation. No registration is required
to attend, but space is limited. Please
contact the Library for more details.

October 1-31 | Prize drawn November 1

November Challenge

November 1-30 | Prize drawn December 1

December Challenge

December 1-31 | Prize drawn January 2

January Challenge

January 1-31 | Prize drawn February 1

February Challenge

February 1-28 | Prize drawn March 1

Prize winners will be notified after each month’s drawing.
Questions? Contact the Youth Services Department at (630) 766-4642.

PARENT UNIVERSITY – NEW!
Join Miss Kyrie and Miss Penny once a month from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for a monthly
program that will focus on all things parenting – from early literacy activities to
negative behaviors. Local experts will guide you through some of the fun and sometimes
challenging aspects of raising children in today’s world. Childcare will be provided by
library staff during our Play to Learn program for children 1-5 years, children 6 years
and older will enjoy activities in the main YS area.

SEPTEMBER 20 – Early Literacy at Home: Parents as First Teachers
OCTOBER 18 – Not Feeling Good: When Should My Child Stay Home?
NOVEMBER 15 – Challenging Behaviors & When You Need an Expert
JANUARY 17 – First Aide at Home
FEBRUARY 21 – How to Balance Electronics and Media Time
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SCHOOL AGE PROGRAMS | afternoon
AFTER SCHOOL BOOK BUDDIES – NEW!
Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m.
September 5 – February 27
AGES: 4 to 7 years old

AFTER SCHOOL STAY & PLAY – NEW!
Tuesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
September 5 – February 27
AGES: 4 to 7 years old

Come relax after school and join Miss Diane for
some great stories and fun learning activities. Every
week will be a different adventure! Registration is
not required to attend, but space is limited.
Participation is on a first-come, first served basis.

Children are invited to join us after Book Buddies
to stay and play. We will have some fun things
for kids who are early elementary school age.
Enjoy an hour of play! Registration is not required
to attend.

VIDEO GAME CLUB

Tuesdays from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. – NEW!
Thursdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
August 24 – February 22
AGES: 10 to 16 years old
Join the Library every Tuesday and Thursday for video game playing. Each month we
will be using a different game system to truly test your skills! At the club we will vote
on which game we will be playing that day, and a snack will be provided for all players.
Registration is not required to attend, but no more attendees will be accepted an hour
after the program starts. The games played will be rated from E-T.
EVERYONE
Content is generally suitable for all ages. May contain minimal cartoon,
fantasy or mild violence and/or infrequent use of mild language.

EVERYONE 10+
Content is generally suitable for ages 10 and up. May contain more cartoon,
fantasy or mild violence, mild language and/or minimal suggestive themes.

TEEN
Content is generally suitable for ages 13 and up. May contain violence, suggestive
themes, crude humor, minimal blood, simulated gambling and/or infrequent use
of strong language.

READING WITH ADELE

Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
September 6 – February 28
Kids are invited to practice their reading skills at Reading with Adele! Adele, a friendly,
trained therapy dog is at the Library every Wednesday afternoon to provide patient,
nonjudgmental attention and help reluctant readers gain confidence and improve their
reading skills. Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited to 10 minutes
per reader. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
Join the Library the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the
Bensenville Theatre for a showing of our favorite family films. Admission
to the show is free! Film titles for this program are announced one month
prior to the event. Visit the Library’s website for more information.
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September 5 | October 3 | November 7
December 5 | January 2 | February 6

SCHOOL AGE PROGRAMS | evening
LEGO NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY
Calling all LEGO builders! Join us the second Tuesday of every month for LEGO Night at the
Library. Meet other LEGO fans as you compete in our LEGO building challenge. LEGO Night
will be held at 6:30 p.m. on the following evenings:
SEPTEMBER 12 | Pets Challenge
OCTOBER 10 | Haunted House Challenge
NOVEMBER 14 | Outer Space Challenge
DECEMBER 12 | At the North Pole Challenge
JANUARY 9 | Under the Sea Challenge
FEBRUARY 13 | Build What You Love Challenge
All LEGO Nights are drop-in events and registration is not required to attend.
Space is limited, and builders will be accepted on a first come, first served basis.

FALL FAMILY ART NIGHT

Tuesday, September 19 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 4 to 12 years old
Let the colors of Fall inspire you! Channel your inner
artist and see what you can create with the different
types of paints, stamps, and more available in the
Library’s art supply stash. We’ll have fall themed project
ideas to get you started. All of our supplies are washable,
but there is always a chance for a little mess when
creating art. You may want to wear something that is
okay to get slightly messy. This program is a drop-in
event and registration is not required to attend.

#COLORING

Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
September 11 – February 26

HALLOWEEN CARD MAKING PARTY
Tuesday, October 17 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 4 to 12 years old

Get ready to celebrate Halloween! Join us for
a card making extravaganza. We’ll have a
plethora of ideas and supplies to help you create
cards for your friends and family. This program
is a drop-in event and registration is not required
to attend.

HOLIDAY CARD MAKING

Wednesday, December 6 at 6:30 p.m.
ALL AGES

Our favorite #Coloring is coming back! If you enjoyed all
the fun coloring pages from the last #Coloring then come
out for this one! Join us every Monday night at 6:30 p.m.
We’ll supply the coloring pencils and pages, you bring
your creativity! No registration is required to attend.

There are many ways to tell someone that they
are in your thoughts during the holidays. The
most creative is by making them a homemade
holiday card! Bring your address book and join
us for an evening of holiday crafting and cheer.
Registration is not required to attend.

FAMILY BINGO

VALENTINE’S DAY CARD MAKING PARTY

Head to the Library for a night of family gaming fun!
Winners will have a choice of prizes. Family Bingo is a
drop-in event and registration is not required to attend.
Space is limited, and players will be accepted on a first
come, first served basis. Family Bingo will be held at
6:30 p.m. on the following evenings:
SEPTEMBER 26 | Emoji Bingo
OCTOBER 24 | BOOOOOO-ingo
NOVEMBER 28 | Holly Jolly Bingo
JANUARY 30 | Cupid Bingo
FEBRUARY 27 | Animal Bingo

Monday, February 5 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 2 to 12 years old

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with the Library!
Join us for a card making extravaganza. We’ll
have a plethora of ideas and supplies to help
you create cards for your friends and family.
This program is a drop-in event and
registration is not required to attend.
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Our Services
DIGITAL MEDIA LAB
The Digital Media Lab was constructed with creative patrons in mind.
Use the lab to work on various digital media projects including: videos,
music, screenplays, photo editing, and more! The DML is equipped with
professional software and tools, an iMac computer, and acoustic
treatment. The DML is open to the public. Photo ID is required to use
the lab, and reservations are recommended.

VOTER REGISTRATION
Live in DuPage County and aren’t registered to vote? Stop by the Library
anytime we are open and one of our staff will be able to register you on
site. When registering, be sure to bring two forms of identification with
you, one of which must have your correct address on it.

STUDY & MEETING ROOMS
The Library has two small study rooms available for public use on a firstcome, first-served basis. The Library also has rooms available for
conferences, meetings, and groups to reserve. For more details, visit
www.benlib.org/meeting-room.

NOTARY SERVICE
The Bensenville Library offers a free Notary Public service. The Notary is
generally available Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
but please call ahead to be sure. Contact the Library at (630) 766-4642
for more details.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS
The Library is equipped with two electric vehicle charging stations in
the parking spaces located in the front of the Library. The charging
stations are free of charge and open to the public.

SIMPLE SCAN STATION
Do you have photos or documents that need to be saved digitally?
The Library has a Simple Scan Station available in the computer lab.
This station allows users to scan photos and documents to email, a flash
drive, or directly to a color or black/white printer. Scanning is free;
printing costs will only apply if you send the documents to our printers.

FINE FREE FRIDAY

Bring in your overdue materials to the Library any Friday and your fines
will be waived on those items! Lost or damaged items do not qualify for
Fine Free Friday. Please contact the Circulation Desk for more
information or with any questions.

