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SPECIAL EVENTS
STUDENT ART SHOW

Thursday, April 5 at 6:30 p.m. | Elementary School Reception
Thursday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m. | Middle and High School Reception
Celebrate the student artists in our community at the Student Art Show,
sponsored by the Bensenville Arts Council. Join us at our receptions, or visit the
Library from March 21 through April 11 to view the art on display.

ANNUAL BOOK SALE

Thursday, June 7 | 3:00—8:00 p.m.
Friday, June 8 | 12:00—5:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 9 | 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Calling all book lovers! Browse through fiction and non-fiction titles, children’s
and teen books, and more at the Library’s annual book sale. Everyone is invited!
We will begin accepting donations on April 1.

SUMMER MOVIE NIGHT

Friday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m. at the Library
7:00 p.m. | Monsters vs. Aliens | (PG, 1 hr 34 min)
9:00 p.m. | E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial | (PG, 1 hr 55 min)
Join us at the Library for a very special movie event—a screening of some of our
favorite “out of this world” films! The 7:00 p.m. showing of Monsters vs. Aliens will
be held inside the Library, and the 9:00 p.m. showing of E.T. will be shown outside
in the Library’s parking lot on our inflatable movie screen. Join us for one film—or
stay for both! Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs for the outside movie! The
outdoor film showing will be moved inside the Library in inclement weather.

SUMMER
READING
Readers of all ages are invited to join the Library’s
annual summer reading program! Registration for
Summer Reading begins on Saturday, June 9 at our
Summer Reading Kick Off event!
Once readers are signed up, they will receive a
reading log and a “Reading is Out of This World”
sticker! Complete the log to earn a prize and a
chance in the grand prize drawing!
The last day to turn in your summer reading log
is July 31.
For more information, stop by the Youth Services
Desk or the Adult Services Desk!

SUMMER READING KICK OFF
Saturday, June 9
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
ALL Ages!
Join us at the Library and kick off
Summer Reading 2018: Reading is
Out of This World!
At the event, kids and adults can sign
up for Summer Reading, stop by the
Library’s used book sale between 9:00
a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and enjoy a FREE
hot dog!
Don’t miss the Touch-A-Truck taking
place outside the Library—check out
local cars and trucks, including a
DuPage Co. Sheriff's car, Bensenville
Police Cruiser, and many more!
It’s the summer event you won’t
want to miss!

8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

TREE PLANTING CEREMONY

Join us to celebrate Mother Earth at the first annual
village-wide cleanup! Give back to your community
while helping beautify our local parks and spaces.
Register yourself, family, group of friends, or your
organization and choose your worksite location. All
supplies and materials will be provided.
To be assured a complimentary Think Green t-shirt,
please register by 12:00 p.m. on April 14. You may
sign up in person at the Deer Grove Leisure Center,
located at 1000 W. Wood Street, or via phone by
calling (630) 766-7015, ext. 2001. At registration,
please choose your location and provide your
name, address, phone number, email, and
size for your complimentary t-shirt.

Begins at 1:30 p.m.
Fischer Farm, 16W680 Grand Avenue
Community members can join their neighbors
and local dignitaries in a community tree planting
ceremony and a complimentary lunch.

RECYCLING EVENT

6:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m.
Deer Grove Leisure Center, 1000 W. Wood Street
Drop off your old or used electronics at the Deer Grove
Leisure Center where these items will be collected for
recycling. Visit bensenvilleparkdistrict.org for a list of
acceptable electronic items to recycle.

Earth Day 2018: Restoration
at the Korthauer Log House

Work Site locations include:
• Breiter-Palm Park
• Sunset Park

Please consider joining the Library for a day of
projects around the Korthauer Log House. The
Korthauer Log House is DuPage County's oldest
homestead and a part of Bensenville's living
history. There is work to be done to help to
keep the cabin in good working condition for
all to enjoy. Lunch will be provided to
volunteers. Questions? Please call the Library
at (630) 766-4642.

• Bensenville Water Park
• Fischer Farm
• W.A. Johnson Elementary
• Blackhawk Middle School
• Korthauer Log House
• Redmond Park
• Fenton High School
In the case of inclement weather,
please call the Rainout Hotline at
(630) 230-1028.

Discover local history this spring and summer at the Log House!
KORTHAUER OPEN HOUSE
Take a trip back in time at our Korthauer Open House! Every second Sunday of the
month the Korthauer Log House is open from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. for exploration.
The Log House is located just behind the Library and is accessed from Wood St.
Join local historian Janis Arquette on the following Sundays:
March 11 | April 8 | June 10 | July 8 | August 12
Please note that the Korthauer Log House will not be open May 13.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS | adult
Copies of the books are available at the Library’s Circulation Desk one month prior to the discussion.

THURSDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB
Our longest-running book discussion meets the first Thursday
the month at 7:00 p.m.
March 1 — Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by Kathleen Rooney
April 5 — A Long Way Home: A Memoir by Saroo Brierley
May 3 — Jane Steele by Lyndsay Faye

COOKING THE BOOKS
Grab your apron and join Cooking the Books! For each discussion we pick
a selection of cookbooks around one theme. You borrow one of the books,
peruse it, select and make a recipe from it, and join us as we all get together
to share the finished products, our opinions, and experiences. Cooking the
Books meets at 7:00 p.m. on the following evenings:
Tuesday, April 3 — Brunch
Tuesday, June 5 — BBQ
Tuesday, August 7 — Salads

LIT CHICKS
Do you like to read young adult fiction? Join our all ages YA book discussion
group, Lit Chicks! Lit Chicks meets the third Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
March 19 — I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika Sanchez
April 16 — There’s Someone Inside Your House by Stephanie Perkins
May 21 — One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus

BOOK BRUNCH
Can’t make it to one of our evening book discussion groups?
Book Brunch meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
March 22 — Kitchens of the Great Midwest by J. Ryan Stradal
April 26 — The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity,
and the Making of the Oxford English Dictionary by Simon Winchester
May 24 — The Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz

HARD-BOILED BOOK DISCUSSION
Noir, murder, true-crime, and horror! Explore the dark and macabre side of
this mortal coil. Killing, carnage, and the creeps—guaranteed! Hard-Boiled
meets the last Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
March 28 — Killings by Calvin Trillin
April 25 — My Best Friend’s Exorcism by Grady Hendrix
May 30 — The Drowning Pool by Ross Macdonald

HOT CHOCOLATE READERS BOOK CLUB
During these still-chilly months, warm your insides with some hot cocoa
and join us as we discuss thought provoking stories of passion, injustice,
love, lust, mystery, murder, and more from African-American Authors.
This book club meets the first Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
March 5 — A Woman’s Worth by Tracy Price-Thompson
April 2 — Boy, Snow, Bird by Helen Oyeyemi
May 7 — The Mothers by Brit Bennett

ADULT PROGRAMS
STARTING A BUSINESS IN ILLINOIS

Saturday, March 3 at 2:00 p.m.
Want to learn how to start a business? Want to grow your business? We invite you to come
and learn how to make business ideas, business models, business plans and more! Join us
for this presentation by Miguel Hinojosa, PhD, small business advisor at Harper College.

WOMEN OF WORLD WAR II: The Front Lines and the Home Front

Saturday, March 24 at 2:00 p.m.
Join us in welcoming local author Barb Deane as she discusses how American women
helped the war effort through the Red Cross Clubmobile program, as well as how women
took on new and important roles during World War II. Her book, On the Homefront, will be
available for purchase, and to be signed, at the conclusion of the talk.

FROM CHICAGO TO VIETNAM: A Memoir of War

Saturday, April 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Author of the powerful memoir, From Chicago to Vietnam, Michael Duffy discusses the
United States’ involvement in Vietnam along with his personal experiences as an Army
draftee during the war. Books will be available for purchase, and to be signed, at the
conclusion of the talk.

THE WOMEN OF THE ALL AMERICAN GIRLS PROFESSIONAL
BASEBALL LEAGUE

Saturday, May 5 at 2:00 p.m.
During the 1940s and 1950s, ninety-six athletic and determined women from Illinois
and thirty-seven from Wisconsin were among the more than 550 women who played
professional baseball in the All American Girls Professional Baseball League (AAGBPL)
as depicted in the movie A League of Their Own. Join us in welcoming Bob Kann, the
biographer of one of the players, as he shares stories about these Midwestern women.

ORIGINS OF CINCO DE MAYO

Sunday, May 6 at 2:00 p.m.
Everyone knows that Cinco de Mayo is a celebration, but how much do you know about
what is being celebrated? Come to this bilingual presentation about the history of the Battle
of Puebla that occurred on May 5th, 1862 and learn about the history of the holiday.

THE SILK ROAD

Sunday, May 13 at 2:00 p.m.
Famed ancient and exotic caravan route, the Silk Road's trade and cultural exchanges
influenced the course of history, before the world was connected by transoceanic sea voyages.
Join historian Sara Drower as she explains what a crucial road this trade route played in the
development of cultures and cultural influence across Europe and Asia.
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Be sure to check out our free computer classes and free film showings
—on pages 10 and 11!

ADULT PROGRAMS
SPRING CLEANING THROUGH MEDITATION: Mind & Body

Monday, May 21 at 7:00 p.m.
Join Renate Lanotte, MS LCSW and long time meditator, who will show you
how meditation can grant you the peace you seek. You already have within
you everything you need to be completely happy. Enjoy the spring by learning
a simple technique leading to the deepest levels of peace and joy. Renate has
been meditating for over 30 years and will demonstrate how meditation can
enrich one’s life, personally, professionally and spirituality.

CEMETERY ART SYMBOLISM

Wednesday, May 23 at 7:00 p.m.
Join historian Laurel Mellien and learn about the rich symbolism displayed in
cemeteries of the Victorian Era. Headstone art during this time period was
carefully chosen by family members to properly represent the deceased. Many
clues about the lives of the dearly departed can be discovered by learning the
language of cemetery art symbolism.

CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY

Tuesday, June 5 at 7:00 p.m.
Come learn and see a hands-on
demonstration of the beautiful art
of Chinese calligraphy. Adults and
adolescents ages 13 & up will
have the opportunity to write
symbols on paper with brushes
provided to them. This program
will have calligraphy in Chinese
with translations in English and
Spanish.

AL CAPONE AND THE 1933 WORLD’S FAIR

Saturday, June 2 at 2:00 p.m.
Join us in welcoming author William Hazelgrove as he discusses his book,

Al Capone and the 1933 World’s Fair: The End of the Gangster Era in Chicago —

the exciting and sprawling history behind the 1933 World's Fair. We’ll take a historical look at Chicago during the bleakest
days of the Great Depression, as the city was fighting the hold of organized crime and fighting to survive. Books will be
available for purchase, and to be signed, at the conclusion of the talk.

BATTLE FOR THE PRAIRIE STATE: Illinois Politics During the Civil War
Sunday, June 10 at 2:00 p.m.
Join us in welcoming back local historian Jonathan Sebastian for an educational and
historical insight into the politics of Illinois at the time of the Civil War.

MOBILE ROOM ESCAPE: Down Periscope

Wednesday, June 13 at 6:00 p.m. | Adults only!
You're "locked" in a submarine, submerged in the North Atlantic, surrounded by enemy
warships. You have one hour to work with your peers to guide your sub to safety. Search
for hidden clues, use your periscope to chart the course, and solve other riddles. Can you
escape in time? Registration is not required, but space is limited. Participants will be
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

TAPAS & CANAPÉS WITH CHEF BRYAN

Tuesday, June 19 at 7:00 p.m. | Adults only!
Join us as Le Cordon Bleu trained Chef Bryan demonstrates how to make your
summer fun events even more amazing with tasty tapas and canapés. Prepare
to get your hands messy as there will be some opportunities for you to assist
in the preparations. Bring your taste buds because there will be samples!
Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on
a first-come, first-served basis.
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ADULT PROGRAMS
LEGENDS OF SUN RECORDS

Saturday, July 14 at 2:00 p.m.
Come hear a performance of the music created by
Elvis, Johnny Cash, Roy Orbison, Jerry Lee Lewis,
and Carl Perkins during their time at the iconic
Sun Records label. Musician/historian Randy
Walker will teach us about the history of some of
America’s most beloved early rock n’ roll and also
play some classic songs we know and love.

ART EXCURSIONS: Heists in Art History
Saturday, August 25 at 2:00 p.m.
Join us as we welcome Dr. Michelle Mishur from
Art Excursions as she discusses a selection of
history’s most notorious art heists, including The
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, the
Mona Lisa in the Louvre, and more.

WATCH WORLD CUP SOCCER
AT THE LIBRARY

AGES: 13 and up
The World Cup is here again! Catch some of
the action with us here at the Library!
Friday, June 15 at 12:00 p.m.
Portugal vs. Spain
Monday, June 18 at 12:00 p.m.
Tunisia vs. England
Friday, June 22 at 12:00 p.m.
Serbia vs. Switzerland
Tuesday, June 26 at 12:00 p.m.
Nigeria vs. Argentina

ADULT PROGRAMS | d.i.y. & crafts
ESSENTIAL OILS AND BEADING: Mosquito-Repelling Jewelry

Wednesday, June 27 at 7:00 p.m. | Adults only!
Looking for a more natural way to fight those pesky mosquitos? Join Mary and
Sue and create either a bracelet or a necklace infused with natural essential oils to
ward off those annoying summertime pests. You will also take home a 10 ml rollon bottle of natural bug repellant for you to use all summer long. Registration is
not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a first-come, first
served basis.

CRAFTING WITH THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MEXICAN ART

Saturday, July 28 at 2:00 p.m. | AGES: 13 and up
Join us as we welcome representatives from the National Museum of Mexican
Art, who will teach us about the traditional Mexican Huichol art. During the
program, you will be given a tutorial of how to create huichol weavings that you
can take home with you. This event will be bilingual in Spanish and English.
Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a
first-come, first-served basis.

MAKING TRADITIONAL WORRY DOLLS

Tuesday, August 21 at 7:00 p.m. | AGES: 13 and up
Join us in making traditional Guatemalan and Mexican worry dolls! These are
small dolls (made of paper, wire, or string) that are used by nervous children to
vent their concerns and problems. At night they are placed under their pillows
and in the morning their worries will have been absorbed by the doll.
Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a
first-come, first-served basis.

ADULT PROGRAMS | d.i.y. & crafts
DIY EMPOWERMENT POSTERS

Wednesday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m.
Adults only!
Let your unique personality shine and
join us for an evening of feel-good
crafting! We will create a fun and easy
decoupage-style poster with
empowering words to describe what
makes you special. From brave to silly to
adventurous to kind, you choose the
inspirational words that describe why
you’re wonderful and truly unique. Celebrate yourself!
Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited.
Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

COLORFUL SAND BOTTLES

Wednesday, July 18 at 7:00 p.m.
Adults only!
Join us for an evening of simple, yet beautiful,
sand art! We’ll be pouring layers of colorful sand
into bottles to create your own unique,
decorative design. Registration is not required
to attend, but space is limited. Participation is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

PAINTING FLOWER POTS AND GARDEN STAKES
Wednesday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m.
Adults only!
April showers bring May flowers!
Join us for an evening of crafting as
we paint terracotta pots and garden
stakes. These customizable DIYs are
a great way to dress up your garden
and celebrate the earth! Registration
is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

DECORATE A MINI BIRDHOUSE

Wednesday, May 16 at 7:00 p.m.
Adults only!
The birds have returned from their winter
vacation, and now they’re busy apartment
hunting. Catch their eye by decorating a
lovely little birdhouse for them to live in. Registration is not
required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a
first-come, first-served basis.

DIY TIE DYED PAPER

Wednesday, June 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Adults only!
Shirts aren’t the only thing that can be tie dyed…
Learn how to jazz up ordinary paper and make it
tons more fun! Registration is not required to
attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Please note: For all adult crafting and DIY programs, doors to the event
will open 15 minutes prior to the event start time. Participants will be
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis, and seats cannot be held.

PINHOLE VOTIVE LAMPS

Wednesday, August 15 at 7:00 p.m.
Adults only!
Join us for a fun spin on traditional pinhole
lanterns made from tin cans—we’ll be making
pinhole votive lamps out of paper and a glass
votive! Registration is not required to attend,
but space is limited. Participation is on a firstcome, first-served basis.

ART & RELAXATION
AGE: Adults Only

Join Mary for an evening
of Art & Relaxation. Find
time for yourself to
rejuvenate! Choose from a selection of
calming coloring projects to complete while
you listen to peaceful music. Art & Relaxation
will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on the
following Wednesday evenings:
March 14
April 11
May 9
June 13
July 11
August 8

9

COMPUTER CLASSES
The Library is proud to offer a variety of free technology classes. A reservation is required to attend
these classes. To register, please call the Library or sign up at the Adult Services Desk.
USING THE INTERNET

INTRO TO MICROSOFT EXCEL

Learn how to use the Internet, including opening web
pages, browsing the Internet, learning about browsers,
and more.

Learn the basics of Microsoft Excel, a spreadsheet
program designed for everyday tasks such as setting
up a budget, maintaining an address list, creating and
managing business transactions, and more.

Monday, April 2 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 24 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, June 25 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, July 23 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 16 at 2:00 p.m.

Monday, April 23 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, June 4 at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, August 6 at 6:00 p.m.

COMPUTER BASICS

INTRO TO MICROSOFT WORD

Learn the fundamentals of using a computer and gain a
greater understanding of how it works. This is the perfect
class for an absolute beginner with little to no experience.

In this introductory level class, learn the basics of
Microsoft Word: a word processing program that allows
you to create various types of documents, letters, papers,
flyers, resumes, and more.

Monday, March 5 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 12 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, July 2 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 23 at 2:00 p.m.

Monday, March 26 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 19 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, May 7 at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, July 12 at 2:00 p.m.

INTRO TO PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS
Learn the basics of Adobe Photoshop Elements. Photoshop
is the industry standard tool for digital imaging, which
makes Photoshop expertise a valuable commodity in the
workplace.
Thursday, March 15 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 17 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, July 19 at 2:00 p.m.

PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS 2
Already familiar with Photoshop Elements and ready to
move on to the next level? This class is meant for those
who have already taken our introductory Photoshop
class and want to further their skills.
Thursday, March 22 at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 14 at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, August 27 at 6:00 p.m.

LOOKING FOR MORE
COMPUTER CLASSES?
With your Bensenville Library card,
you have access to free online courses
through Universal Class!
Classes include:
 Creating WordPress Websites
 Digital Photography 101
 How to eBay
 How to Use an iPad
 Learn HTML
 Outlook 2016
 QuickBooks 101
 Windows 10
 Typing and Keyboarding 101
 ...and many more!
Visit benlib.org/universal-class to get
started! If you have any questions, please
stop by the Adult Services Desk and talk
to a librarian—or call us at (630) 766-4642.

FREE FILMS | at the Bensenville Theatre
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT | March 6 | April 3 | May 1 | June 5 | July 3 | August 7
Join the Library the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Bensenville Theatre for a showing
of our favorite family films. Admission to the show is free! Film titles for this program are announced
one month prior to the event. Visit the Library’s website for more information.

FILM FANATICS | March 15 | April 19 | May 17 | June 21 | July 19 | August 16
Join Bill on the third Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Bensenville Theatre for a showing of
cinematic gems you may have missed. Admission to the show is free! Film titles for this program are
announced one month prior to the event. Visit the Library’s website for more information.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM SERIES
Join Chris on the second Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Bensenville
Theatre for a showing of foreign films in a variety of languages. All films will be
presented in their native language with English subtitles. Admission is free!
Visit the Library’s website to read movie descriptions and watch trailers for each film.
MARCH 12 – Sound of Noise | 2010, rated R, 1 hr 42 min, presented in Swedish
APRIL 9 – Trash | 2015, rated R, 1 hr 54 min, presented in Portuguese
MAY 14 – Cinco de Mayo: La Batalla | 2013, rated R, 2 hr 5 min, presented in Spanish
JUNE 11 – What We Become | 2015, unrated, 1 hr 25 min, presented in Danish
JULY 9 – Marguerite | 2015, rated R, 2 hr 9 min, presented in French
AUGUST 13 – 3 Idiotas | 2017, rated PG-13, 1 hr 46 min, presented in Spanish

SPRING BREAK MORNING MATINEES
March 26, 27, and 28 at 11:00 a.m.
at the Bensenville Theatre
Feeling cooped up? Join the Library at the
Bensenville Theatre this spring break for a
showing of some of our favorite films!
MARCH 26 — Shrek
MARCH 27 — Puss in Boots
MARCH 28 — Robots

The Bensenville Theatre is located at
9 S. Center Street in Bensenville.

SUMMER MONDAY MATINEES

Mondays at 11:00 a.m. at the Bensenville Theatre
June 11 – July 23
Join the library every Monday at 11:00 a.m. at the Bensenville
Theatre for Monday Matinees. Each week we will feature one
of our favorite Disney classic animated films. Admission to
the show is free!
JUNE 11 — Lady and the Tramp
JUNE 18 — Oliver and Company
JUNE 25 — Pinocchio
JULY 2 — Jungle Book
JULY 9 — 101 Dalmatians
JULY 16 — The Aristocats
JULY 23 — Bambi
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YOUTH SPECIAL EVENTS
BREAKFAST WITH THE EASTER BUNNY

Saturday, March 10 at 10:00 a.m. | Blackhawk Middle School Cafeteria
AGES: 12 years old and younger
Kids 12 and younger are encouraged to join the Bensenville Community Public Library
and Bensenville School District 2 for our first annual Breakfast with the Easter Bunny in
the Blackhawk Middle School Cafeteria. This event includes a pancake, tater tots, sausage,
and egg breakfast, a photo-op with the Easter Bunny, as well as other crafts and activities.
Registration is not required, but space is limited. All children must be attended by an
adult. All adults must be accompanied with a child. For questions or further details,
please contact the Library at (630) 766-4642.

SPRING BUTTERFLY BALL

Wednesday, March 14 at 10:30 a.m.
AGES: 1 to 5 years old
Join Miss Kyrie for a special spring-themed music and movement program! Wear your
fanciest duds and spend the morning singing, laughing, and (most importantly) dancing!
Registration is not required to attend this program.

FAMILY ART NIGHT

Tuesday, March 20, April 17, May 15 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 4 to 12 years old
Channel your inner artist and see what you can create with the different types of paints,
stamps, and more available in the Library’s art supply stash. We’ll present themed project
ideas to get you started. All of our supplies are washable, but there is always a chance for a
little mess when creating art. You may want to wear something that is okay to get slightly
messy. Family Art Night meets the third Tuesday of every month. This program is a dropin event and registration is not required to attend.

NURSERY RHYME OLYMPICS

Wednesday, April 11 at 10:30 a.m.
AGES: 2 to 5 years old
Children can join us from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. for the Nursery Rhyme Olympics! Think
you’re strong or fast enough to win a gold medal? Test out your abilities and participate in
each of our stations based on popular nursery rhymes. Every 1st place finish earns you a
medal to add to your Olympic Necklace. Registration is not required to attend this class,
but space is limited. Spots are available on a first-come, first-served basis.

MAY DAY CELEBRATION

Friday, May 4 at 6:30 p.m.
AGES: 10 years old and younger
Join the Youth Services staff in welcoming back spring! We will dance around the May pole,
create some awesome crafts and join in activities that celebrate the return of warmer days.
Registration is not required to attend.
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The Bensenville Community Public Library staff may take photographs of participants attending
or taking part in Library programs and activities. These photographs may appear in future Library
publications or other Library publicity. Attendees and/or participants consent to having their
photograph taken and used for such purposes. If a library patron does not wish himself/herself
or his/her child to be photographed, please notify a Library staff member.

YOUTH SPECIAL EVENTS
FREE COMIC BOOK DAY

Saturday, May 5 | ALL DAY
Join the Library for Free Comic Book Day, a nationwide event held the first Saturday in May
each year where participating comic book shops and libraries around the world give away
comic books absolutely FREE. We will celebrate Free Comic Book Day with superhero mask
making. Stop by the Youth Services Desk for your free comic (while supplies last).

FIREFIGHTER APPRECIATION DAY

Wednesday, May 9 at 10:30 a.m.
ALL AGES
Join us for the fun as we celebrate International Firefighters’ Day! Miss Kyrie and
Miss Diane will welcome two very special firefighters who will read aloud and teach
us important fire safety skills. Then we’ll head outside to see the fire vehicles from
the Bensenville Fire Protection District. Registration is not required to attend.

KIDS MAGIC SHOW

Friday, June 15 at 10:30 a.m. | AGES: Kindergarten and older
Join us as Master Magician Jeff Jay mesmerizes the audience with magic tricks, optical illusions, and much more!

THE GREAT BOODINI JUGGLING SHOW

Friday, June 22 at 10:30 a.m. | AGES: Kindergarten and older
Join us for aerial artistry as The Great Boodini wows the crowd with his amazing juggling show!

BEACH DANCE PARTY

Saturday, June 23 at 10:30 a.m.
AGES: 1 to 5 years old
Join Miss Kyrie for a special summer-themed music and movement program! Wear your
fanciest duds and spend the morning singing, laughing, and (most importantly) dancing!
Registration is not required to attend this program.

FRACTURED FAIRY TALES PUPPET SHOW

Friday, June 29 at 10:30 a.m. | All Ages!
Funny retellings of Chicken Little, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, and The Tale of Two Bad
Mice performed by the famous Melikin puppets This is sure to be fun for the whole family!

SUMMER MOVIE NIGHT

Friday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m. at the Library
7:00 p.m. | Monsters vs. Aliens | (PG, 1 hr 34 min)
9:00 p.m. | E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial | (PG, 1 hr 55 min)
Join us at the Library for a very special movie event—a screening of some of
our favorite “out of this world” films! The 7:00 p.m. showing of Monsters vs.
Aliens will be held inside the Library, and the 9:00 p.m. showing of E.T. will
be shown outside in the Library’s parking lot on our inflatable movie screen.
Join us for one film—or stay for both! Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs
for the outside movie! The outdoor film showing will be moved inside the
Library in inclement weather.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS | morning
ARTSY SMARTSY

Children can join Miss Kyrie for an hour of painting, drawing, and creating! We provide
the supplies and you bring the imagination. Participants are encouraged to wear
clothing they won’t mind getting messy. Registration is not required to attend, but
space is limited. Spots are available on a rotating basis. Stop by the Youth Desk the day
of the class for more information.

TODDLER TALES

Toddler Tales is our introduction to early learning! Join Miss Kyrie as she shares her
favorite books, rhymes, and movement activities. Registration is not required to attend,
but space is limited. Stop by the Youth Desk the day of the class to reserve your spot.
Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

Mondays at 10:30 a.m.
March 5—May 28
AGES: 2 to 5 years old

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
March 6—July 31
AGES: 1 and 2 years old

STAY & PLAY
Tuesdays & Thursdays
at 11:00 a.m.
March 6—July 31
AGES: 1 to 5 years old

Children are invited to join us after storytime on Tuesdays and Thursdays for Stay & Play.
Enjoy an hour of play during which you and your child may socialize with other parents
and caregivers. Registration is not required to attend.

GROWING READERS

Join Miss Diane to share fun stories, songs, and activities for children with a little longer
attention span on the verge of entering school. We also love home schoolers!
Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Stop by the Youth Desk the
day of the class to reserve your spot. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
March 1—July 26
AGES: 3 to 5 years old

PARK PLAY

Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
at Sunset Park
July 6—August 17
ALL AGES

Children of all ages are invited to join us on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. for Park Play, the
Library’s outdoor playgroup. Each week the Library will be at Sunset Park for an hour
of outdoor play. Socialize with other parents and caregivers while your child enjoys
sunshine, fresh air, as well as active, manipulative, and sensory play. NOTE: Park Play
will be relocated to the Library’s meeting room in inclement weather.

EARLY CHILDHOOD VISION SCREENING
Tuesday, April 17 at 10:00 a.m. at the Library

The Elmhurst Lions Club will be conducting free vision screening for children from 6
months to 6 years old. The screening identifies near-sightedness, far-sightedness, and
astigmatism. If your child is high risk for any of these issues, you’ll receive a notice
recommending that the child visit an eye doctor for a complete exam. This is the same
screening that has been held at B-Well Bensenville for the last two years and has been a
valuable tool for identifying vision problems at an early age. No registration is required.

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS | evening
Children can join us from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for Play to Learn. Every
week we will highlight a different play theme and will focus on a
different area of play while improving your child’s physical,
language, and social development. After all, play is the work of
childhood! Registration is not required to attend this class.
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Join Miss Allison every week from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for a musical
playground. Your child will interact with different musical
instruments and even learn a new song or rhyme during this
drop-in program. Registration not required to attend

PLAY TO LEARN

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
March 7—May 30
AGES: 1 to 5 years old

THE MUSIC FACTORY

Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
March 8—May 26
AGES: 1 to 5 years old

SPANISH STORYTIME

First Thursday of each month at 4:30 p.m.
Third Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m.
March 1 – July 31
AGES: 2 to 5 years old

Join us for a special Spanish language storytime! Lizzeth Fausto will
present all of our favorite books, rhymes, and movement activities
bilingually. A healthy snack will be provided to participants!
Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Stop by
the Youth Desk the day of the class to reserve your spot.
Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

SPRING BREAK PROGRAMS
SPRING VIDEO GAME TOURNAMENT WEEK

March 26 – March 29 from 3:00–5:00 p.m.
AGES: 10 to 18 years old
Come out and join us for the Library's Spring Video Game Tournament Week! Each day
will have a different tournament where challengers have the chance to test their skills
and fight their way to the top! Tournament rules will be posted on the event flyer.
MONDAY - Practice Day
TUESDAY – Pokémon Grand Slam (Sun/Moon & Ultra Sun/Moon)
WEDNESDAY – Injustice 2
THURSDAY – Super Smash Bros.

SPRING BREAK MORNING MATINEES

March 26, 27, and 28 at 11:00 a.m. at the Bensenville Theatre
Feeling cooped up? Join the Library at the Bensenville Theatre this spring
break for a showing of some of our favorite films!
MARCH 26 — Shrek
MARCH 27 — Puss in Boots
MARCH 28 — Robots

DRIVE-IN THEATRE

Thursday, March 29 at 12:00 p.m.
AGES: 3 to 10 years old
Make a cardboard car, bring a sack lunch, and take in a show! To start off our special
program, every child will decorate a box car, supplied by the Library, and enjoy
watching one of our favorite short films while parked. Stop by the Youth Desk the day
of the program to reserve your spot. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.
NOTE: No other food or drink will be provided by the Library.

Here’s what’s happening at the Library during Spring Break!
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS | youth
Copies of the book to be discussed are available at the Youth Services Desk one month prior to the discussion.

PRE-K BOOK CLUB

AGES: 3 to 5 years old
Join Miss Kyrie’s monthly book club just for pre-readers that will focus on
early literacy skills and fostering a love of reading. Already read the book?
Repetition strengthens connections in the brain and builds confidence in
your little one. Pre-K Book Club meets at 4:00 p.m. on the following dates:
March 5 – Mix It Up! by Herve Tullet
April 2 – Little Cloud by Eric Carle
May 7 – Should I Share My Ice Cream? by Mo Willems

BUDDING BOOKWORMS BOOK CLUB
AGES: Kindergarten through 2nd Grade

Calling all you curious kids for some fun reading and learning! We will
explore some books from our non-fiction collection and see how fun true
stories can be too! Budding Bookworms Book Club meets at 4:00 p.m. on
the following dates:
March 12 – The Scraps Book by Lois Ehlert
April 9 – How Ben Franklin Stole the Lightning by Rosalyn Schanzer
May 14 – George Ferris, What a Wheel! by Barbara Lowell

CHAPTERS BOOK CLUB

AGES: 3rd through 5th Grade
Join Miss Penny and discuss some of her favorite chapter books!
Chapters Book Club meets at 4:00 p.m. on the following dates:
March 19 – Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko
April 16 – Book Scavenger by Jennifer Bertman
May 21 – Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachor

MANGA BOOK CLUB

AGES: 6th through 8th Grade
Are you a fan of manga and graphic novels? Join Parish for the Library’s new
Manga Book Club. Manga Book Club meets at 3:00 p.m. on the following dates:
April 23 – Kingdom Hearts: Final Mix, Vol. 1 by Shiro Amano
June 4 – Boruto Vol. 1 by Masashi Kishimoto

16

SCHOOL AGE PROGRAMS
NIFTY NATURE EXPLORERS

Mondays from 9:30–10:30 a.m.
June 11 – July 23
AGES: 4 to 8 years old
Get outside in the Library’s garden with Miss Penny and Miss Diane to enjoy and learn about
flowers, bugs, and other cool things in nature! We will learn some new facts, do some handson projects, and even share some stories. Registration is not required to attend, but space is
limited. Stop by the Youth Desk the day of the program for more information.

LEGO CLUB

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
June 12 – July 24
AGES: 5 years old and older
Join us every Tuesday for LEGO building fun! We’ll provide our extensive collection of bricks
and elements, while you provide the imagination! Come up with your own building ideas or
use our weekly theme to inspire you. After you are done building, bring your creation to our
photo station so that we can feature it on our Instagram page. No registration is required to
attend, but space is limited.

ART CLUB

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
June 6 – July 25
AGES: 2 to 12 years old
Kids 2 years old and up are invited to join us every Wednesday morning for Art Club. Each
week we will provide a different project for you to complete as well as a variety of supplies
for you to create your own masterpiece. We will use washable supplies, but there is always a
chance for a little mess when creating art. You may want to wear something that is okay to
get slightly messy. No registration is required to attend, but space is limited.

SUMMER READING WITH ADELE
AFTER SCHOOL BOOK BUDDIES
Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m.
March 6—May 29
AGES: 4 to 7 years old

Come relax after school and join Miss
Diane for some great stories and fun
learning activities. Every week will be a
different adventure! Registration is not
required to attend, but space is limited.
Participation is on a first-come, first
served basis.

AFTER SCHOOL STAY & PLAY
Tuesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
March 6—May 29
AGES: 4 to 7 years old

Children are invited to join us after Book
Buddies to stay and play. We will have
some fun things for kids who are early
elementary school age. Enjoy an hour of
play! Registration is not required to attend.

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
June 13 – July 25
Kids are invited to practice their reading skills at
Reading with Adele! Adele, a friendly, trained
therapy dog is at the Library every Wednesday
morning to provide patient, nonjudgmental
attention and help reluctant readers gain
confidence and improve their reading skills.
Registration is not required to attend, but space is
limited to 20 minutes per reader. Participation is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

SUMMER CRAFTS WITH PJT

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
June 7 – July 26
AGES: 6 to 10 years old
Join the Youth Department’s Parish every Thursday for
fun and easy craft making projects. Each week the
featured project will use simple items like buttons,
strings, paper and more. No registration is required to
attend, but space is limited.
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SCHOOL AGE PROGRAMS
LEGO NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY

VIDEO GAME CLUB

Join us the second Tuesday of every month for LEGO Night
at the Library. Meet other LEGO fans as you compete in
our LEGO building challenge. LEGO Night will be held at
6:30 p.m. on the following evenings:

All LEGO Nights are drop-in events and registration is
not required to attend. Space is limited, and builders
will be accepted on a first come, first served basis.

#COLORING

Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
March 5—May 28
Join us every Monday night at 6:30 p.m. for #Coloring!
We’ll supply the coloring pencils and pages, you bring
your creativity! No registration is required to attend.

FAMILY BINGO
Head to the Library for a night of family gaming fun!
Winners will have a choice of prizes. Family Bingo is a
drop-in event and registration is not required to attend.
Space is limited, and players will be accepted on a first
come, first served basis. Family Bingo will be held at
6:30 p.m. on the following evenings:
MARCH 27 | Bunny Hop Bingo
APRIL 24 | Spring Fling Bingo
MAY 29 | Summer Vacay Bingo

Tuesdays from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
AGES: 4th – 12th grade

VIDEO GAME PROGRAMS

MARCH 13 | Leprechaun Challenge
APRIL 10 | Easter Bunny Challenge
MAY 8 | Dragons Challenge

March 1 – June 7

Wednesdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
AGES: 9th – 12th grade
Thursdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
AGES: 4th – 12th grade

Join the Library for video game playing! Each
month we will be using a different game
system to truly test your skills! At the club, we
will vote on which game we will be playing
that day. Registration is not required, but no
more attendees will be accepted after an hour
into the program.
June 12—July 19
Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
4th—12th grade

SUMMER GRAND SLAM TOURNAMENTS
July 23 – 26 from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
AGES: 10 to 18 years old
Come out and join us for the Library's Spring
Video Game Tournament Week! Each day
we will have a different tournament where
challengers have the chance to test their skills
and fight their way to the top!
Monday - Practice Day
Tuesday – Pokémon Grand Slam
Wednesday – Tekken 7
Thursday – Super Smash Bros.

FAMILY ART NIGHT

Third Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
March 20 | April 17 | May 15
AGES: 4 to 12 years old
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Channel your inner artist and see what you can create
with the different types of paints, stamps, and more
available in the Library’s art supply stash. We’ll present
themed project ideas to get you started. All of our supplies
are washable, but there is always a chance for a little mess
when creating art. You may want to wear something that
is okay to get slightly messy. Family Art Night meets the
third Tuesday of every month. This program is a drop-in
event and registration is not required to attend.

TEEN PROGRAMS
MAKE YOUR OWN ALIEN KEYCHAIN

Wednesday, June 20 at 2:00 p.m.
Ages: 12-18 years old
Teens are invited to join Parish for a fun and easy craft! We’ll be making alien and UFO
keychains using Perler beads! Each participant will be leaving with one completed
keychain. Registration is not required to attend, but space is limited. Participation is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

DIY GALAXY SLIME

Wednesday, June 27 at 2:00 p.m.
Ages: 12-18 years old
Ever wondered how slime is made or what it feels like? Teens are invited to join Parish
for an afternoon of making your own galaxy slime! For this DIY, we will be using safe
products that can be found at your local supermarket. Registration is not required to
attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

DIY COLOR CHANGING MUGS

Wednesday, July 11 at 2:00 p.m.
Ages: 12-18 years old
Have you ever seen those cool mugs that can change from two different designs due to
the temperature in the mug? Ever wondered if you can make one yourself? Join Parish
for this cool color changing mug DIY. Each participant will be given a mug to take home
and tools to design the mug. Teens are encourage to attend! Registration is not required
to attend, but space is limited. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis.

THOR: RAGNAROK

Wednesday, July 18 at 2:00 p.m. at the Library
Ages: 12–18 years old
Kick back, relax, and join the Library for a free showing of Thor: Ragnarok! Imprisoned
on the other side of the universe, the mighty Thor finds himself in a deadly gladiatorial
contest that pits him against the Hulk, his former ally and fellow Avenger. Thor's quest
for survival leads him in a race against time to prevent the all-powerful Hela from
destroying his home world and the Asgardian civilization. (2017, PG-13, 2 hr 10 min)

MOBILE ROOM ESCAPE: DOWN PERISCOPE

Wednesday, June 13 at 2:00 AND 4:00 p.m. | Ages: 12-18 years old
You're "locked" in a submarine, submerged in the North Atlantic, surrounded
by enemy warships. You have one hour to work with your peers to guide your
sub to safety. Search for hidden clues, use your periscope to chart the course,
and solve other riddles. Can you escape in time? Registration is not required,
but space is limited to 12 participants each session. Participants will be
accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. for the first
session and 3:30 p.m. for the second session.

THE COMEDY STAGE HYPNOSIS SHOW

Friday, June 15 at 12:30 p.m. | Ages: 12 and older
Join us as Certified Master Hypnotist Jeff Jay blends comedy with
jaw-dropping magic and hilarious hypnosis. You will be wowed
and some of the audience will have the chance to be hypnotized!
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OUR LIBRARY COMMUNITY IS GROWING!
On May 1, we will be joining the SWAN (System Wide Automated Network) library
consortium. We will be joining a network of 97 libraries in northern Illinois, expanding
from our previous network of 12 libraries. This means you will have access to hundreds
of thousands more materials - books, DVDs, CDs, audiobooks, and more! This also
means that your Bensenville Community Public Library card will work at any of the 97
other libraries in our network. For a full list of the SWAN library membership, check out
https://www.swanlibraries.net/member-libraries/.
Coming up April 28 through May 1, we will be in the midst of the transition to SWAN.
During these three days, please note that you will not be able to log in to My Account
via the Library’s online catalog. This also means that during these three short days you
will be unable to place holds on materials or see your current activity in My Account.
Don’t worry - you are still able to check out items here at the Library!
Library staff have been working on getting everything ready to join SWAN, and May 1
gets closer, be sure to keep an eye out for more information and updates regarding
SWAN. We want to make this transition as easy as possible for you, so in the meantime
if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Bensenville Community
Public Library at (630) 766-4642.
For more information on
SWAN, please visit
www.swanlibraries.net.

